
A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF 

TRANSITIONAL SPACES IN 

HIGH DENSITY HOUSING AND NEIGHBOURHOODS. 

?l? 
V i./ V» 

The Dissertation Presented to the faculty of Architecture, 

University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, 

For the Final Examination ofM.Sc. (Architecture) 1998 

and Part Two of the 

Royal Institute of British Architects 

Priyani Athuraliya C L ^ ( F • 

Faculty o f Architecture 

University o f Moratuwa 

Sri Lanka ?2c3. \ 

72 18 

July-1998 



CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

INTRODUCTION 

• EXPLANATION OF THE TOPIC 1 

• INTENTION OF THE S T U D Y 2 

• LIMITATION OF THE S T U D Y 2 

• METHODOLOGY 3 

• STRUCTURE OF THE S T U D Y 3 

CHAPTER ONE - TRANSITIONAL SPACES 4 

1.1 TRANSITIONAL SPACE AS A HUMAN NEED 5 

1 . 1 . 1 PSYCHOLOGICAL NEED 7 

1.1.1.1 TERRITORIALITY 7 

1.1.1.2 PRIVACY 10 

1.1.1.3 IDENTITY 11 

1 . 1 . 2 SOCIOLOGICAL NEED 12 

1.2 ATTRIBUTES OF A TRANSITIONAL SPACES 13 

1 .2 .1 DIFFERENT TRANSITIONAL SPACES IN NATURAL 13 

ENVIRONMENT 

1 . 2 . 1 DIFFERENT TRANSITIONAL SPACES IN BUILT 14 

ENVIRONMENT 

1.2.2.1 GATES 14 

1.2.2.2 ENTRANCES 15 

1.2.2.3 ENTRANCE LOBBY 17 

1.2.2.4 PATH W A Y S OR CORRIDORS 19 



1.3 WAYS OF CREATING DIFFERENT TRANSITIONAL SPACES 21 

1.3.1 SCALING 21 

1.3.2 TEXTURE 22 

1.3.3 COLOUR 23 

CHAPTER TWO - TRANSITIONAL SPACES IN HOUSING 24 

NEIGHBOURHOODS 

2.1 HIGH DENSITY HOUSING NEIGHBOURHOODS 25 

2 . 2 CATEGORIES IN HOUSING NEIGHBOURHOODS 28 

• THE LOWER FNCOME CATEGORY 28 

• THE MIDDLE INCOME CATEGORY 28 

• THE HIGH FNCOME CATEGORY 29 

2.3 PROBLEMS IN HIGH DENSITY LIVING RELATED TO 29 

TRANSITIONAL SPACES. 

2.3 .1 PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS 29 

2.3.1.1 PRIVACY 30 

2.3.1.2 TERRITORIALITY 31 

2.3.1.3 PERSONALITY 34 

2 . 3 . 2 SOCIOLOGICAL PROBLEMS 34 

2 . 4 THE ANATOMY OF TRANSITIONAL SPACE 36 

2.4 .1 BOUNDARIES OF TRANSITIONAL SPACE 36 

2.4.1.1 PHYSICAL B O U N D A R I E S 36 

2.4.1.2 N O N PHYSICAL B O U N D A R I E S 36 



2.4.2 FUNCTIONS OF TRANSITIONAL SPACE 

2.4.2.1 GATHERING 

2.4.2.2 PLAYPWG 

2.4.3 TERRITORIALITY 

2.4.4 OPTIMISATION OF NEIGHBOURS INTERACTION 

2.4.5 APPEARANCE 

2.4.5.1 SCALE 

2.4.5.2 ENCLOSURE 

2.4.5.3 TEXTURE 

2.4.6 SAFETY 

2.4.6.1 RELATED STREETS 

2.4.6.2 PARKING LOST 

CHAPTER THREE - THE EXAMINATION 

3.1 BASIS FOR EXAMINATION 

3.1.1 ENTRANCE TO THE SCHEME 

3.1.2 MAIN LOBBY 

3.1.3 CONNECTION OF PATH WAY OR CORRIDORS 

TO THE MAIN LOBBY 

3.1.4 ENTRY TO THE INDIVIDUAL UNITS 

CONCLUSION 

BIBLIOGRAPHY' 



Acknowledgements 

It is with deep sense of gratitude that I remember those who were the driving force in 

making this dissertation a reality. 

• Archt. Vidura Sri Nammuni , Senior Lecturer, Department of Architecture, 

University of Moratuwa, Whose guidance was invaluable in structuring the 

framework for study. 

• Dr. Ranjith Dayarathne, Senior Lecturer, Department of Architecture, University of 

Moratuwa, for sparing time to comment on the contents. 

• Dr. L.S.R. Perera, Senior Lecturer, Department of Architecture, University of 

Moratuwa, for tutoring. 

• Mr. Benet, Electrical Engineer of Royal Park condominium 

• Mrs. Ariyarathne, Anjana and Manoj Croos 

• My colleagues and friends, Upul, Menaka, Kumudu, Somatilaka, Thushara, baratha 

and Sudesh for their contributions in compiling this dissertation. 

• My parents, Podda, Sudda, wasantha Ayya and all my family members for 

numerous encouragement and valuable supports. 



Title page No 

01 Tribal territory-Nigeria 08 

02 Family territory - 09 

03 Personal territory 10 

04 Design for privacy 11 

05 Social interaction bind people together 12 

06 Natural transitional space- Kalugaga Moya 13 

07 The fence can be identified as physical demarcations of public 14 

and private domain 

08 Gate way as a transitional space-Natha devalaya- Knady 15 

09 Gate 16 

10 Sense of entering. The entrance of Dalada Maligawa-Kandy 17 

11 Entrance control the visibility of indoor and out door 18 

12 Stone paved central path way to Ritigala Monastery 19 

13 Built and rock cut steps at Kaludaya Pokuna Monastery - 20 

Mihentalaya 

14 Tunnel walk way to inner-Dalada Maligawa 21 

15 Different textures evoke feelings of transitions 22 

16 At the entrance of a religious place -surface characteristic 23 

forms the image of the inside 

17 The contrast in colours 23 

18 High density low rise housing 25 

19 High density housing 26 

20 Dwelling transitional space 33 

21 Physical boundary in a dwelling transitional space 36 

22 Social boundaries and dwelling transitional space 37 

23 People Gathering 37 

24 Formal play of children in a Transitional space 38 

25 Territorial feeling 39 

26 Territorial feeling in a cluster of dwelling 39 

27 Entrance orientation techniques 40 

28 Entrance orientation techniques 40 

29 Protection of privacy with isolating barrier 41 



30 Encouraging interaction 41 

31 Distribution of functions 42 

32 Arrangement of functions 42 

33 Positive and negative space 43 

34 Field of vision 44 

35 Distance - vision relationship 44 

36 scale ratios and quality 45 

37 Well- enclosed dwelling transitional space enhances the 45 

quality of the surroundings 

38 Scaling dwelling transitional space 46 

39 Enclosing transitional space single dwelling type 46 

40 Enclosing dwelling transitional space of high - rise buildings 47 

through planting and clustering 

41 Technique for viewing texture 48 

42 Circulation hierarchy 49 

43 Location of first order street 50 

44 Textured street improves visual quality of the surroundings 51 

45 Distance of parking lot 51 

46 Senseless arrival to the scheme-Navagampura 53 

47 Entrance to the Raddalugama Housing scheme. 54 

48 Entrance to the Royal Park 54 

49 Entrance to a separate territory 55 

50 Protection of privacy with isolating barrier Royal Park 55 

51 Place which link two distinct zones Royal Park 56 

52 Different textures/colours condition the frame of mind 56 

53 The main lobby express the nature of the occupants 57 

54 Layout Plan -Navagampura housing scheme 58 

55 Layout Plan - Raddolugama housing scheme 59 

56 The main lobby as a pause to the transition 60 

57 Interaction as a function of Transitional space - Navagampura 62 

58 Segregation between semi public private zone 62 

59 Transitional space use as for different function 62 

60 Shady semi public areas- Raddolugama 63 



61 Function equipment within walking distance 64 

62 Typical floor plan - Royal Park 65 

63 Provide visual & spatial continuity with the spaces links- 66 

Corridor Royal Park 

64 Changing direction & colours enhance the quality of transition 66 

65 Discouraged the transitional space for the peoples personal 67 

glory 

66 Concrete paving on grass enhance the transitional 68 

quality within semi public and semi private area 

67 Different level encourages transition 68 

68 Different pattern in floor tiles achieve the transitional quality 69 

4 


