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A b s t r a c t 

Knowledge o n c o a s t a l h a z a r d s a m o n g t h e c o m m u n i t y is very i m p o r t a n t in 
m i n i m i z i n g p rope r ly d a m a g e a n d a lso safe t h e l ives of peop le w h o live in t h e 
c o a s t a l region . A m o n g t h e severa l c o a s t a l h a z a r d s , t h e T s u n a m i i s t h e m o s t 
d e s t r u c t i v e n a t u r a l h a z a r d t h a t c a n b e o c c u r r e d . O n 2 6 t h D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 4 , t h e 
Sri L a n k a n c o m m u n i t y a t t h e c o a s t a l be l t e x p e r i e n c e d t h i s m a s s i v e d i s a s t e r 
d u e to t h e T s u n a m i c a u s e d d u e to t h e h u g e e a r t h q u a k e o c c u r r e d a t off t h e 
c o a s t of S u m a t h r a . T h i s r e s u l t e d w i d e s p r e a d d a m a g e b o t h p r o p e r t y a n d 
h u m a n lives. It w a s r e p u t e d t h a t t h e l o s s of l ives in Sr i L a n k a is a r o u n d 
4 0 , 0 0 0 a n d w h i c h w a s a r o u n d 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 in t h e region . The mi l l ions of peop le 
l o s s t h e i r h o m e s . 

T h e d a m a g e for Sr i L a n k a n s were very h i g h d u e to t h e u n a w a r e n e s s a n d 
u n p r e p a r d n e s s . In Sr i L a n k a n His tory, it w a s n o t expe r i enced s u c h d r a m a t i c 
h a z a r d in t h e r e c e n t p a s t . T h a t w a s t h e m a i n r e a s o n for i n c r e a s i n g t h e 
d a m a g e . 

In t h i s su rvey , it w a s p l a n n e d to a s s e s s t h e degree of a w a r e n e s s a m o n g t h e 
c o m m u n i t y a b o u t T s u n a m i a n d i t s mi t iga to ry m e a s u r e s . The su rvey w a s 
ca r r i ed o u t in two s t e p s in D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 6 . 

i) Before t h e 2 n d a n n i v e r s a r y of T s u n a m i 
ii) After t h e 2 n d a n n i v e r s a r y of T s u n a m i 

T h e s u r v e y w a s p l a n n e d for b o t h schoo l ch i l d r en a n d t h e gene ra l pub l i c . It 
w a s poss ib l e to collect a r o u n d 1200 s a m p l e s from b o t h ca tegor ies . T h e 
se lec t ion of G.N Division w a s ca r r i ed o u t b a s e d on the effect iveness of 
T s u n a m i w h e t h e r t h e y were effected, m o d e r a t e l y effected or severely effected. 
While c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n G.N Divis ions o n s u c h a w a y t h e s choo l s were se lec ted 
from t h e d a t a o b t a i n e d from the S o u t h e r n Provincia l E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t . 
S t u d e n t s a s well a s pub l i c were very k e e n in a n s w e r i n g q u e s t i o n s a t t h e 
su rvey . 

O n c e col lect ing d a t a , it w a s p r e s e n t e d in g r a p h i c a l a n d t a b u l a t o r fo rms in 
o rder to c o m p a r e t h e r e s u l t s . Accord ing to t h e r e s u l t s , it w a s f o u n d t h a t t h e 
c o m m u n i t y w a s fully u n a w a r e a t t h e t ime of T s u n a m i h i t t i ng t h e c o a s t a l bel t 
of t h e c o u n t r y . T h e m e d i a effect w a s n o t suff icient to d i s s e m i n a t e t h e m e s s a g e 
a m o n g t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h i s h a s b e e n r e m a r k a b l y i m p r o v e d a t t h e t ime of 
T s u n a m i w a r n i n g given o n 2 8 t h M a r c h 2 0 0 5 . B u t t h e knowledge on p r e s e n t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s of i n t e g r a t e d T s u n a m i m o n i t o r i n g s y s t e m , e v a c u a t i o n p l a n a r e 
n o t sufficient. T h e s u r v e y s h o w s t h a t t h e c o n t i n u o u s a c t i o n s o n a w a r e n e s s , 
u p d a t i n g k n o w l e d g e a n d capac i ty b u i l d i n g to b e ca r r i ed o u t in order to 
min imize t h e d a m a g e t h a t c a n b e c a u s e d by fu tu re T s u n a m i s . 
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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t 

T h i s r e s e a r c h is a p a r t of t h e Mas t e r of E n g i n e e r i n g Degree in E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
W a t e r R e s o u r c e E n g i n e e r i n g a n d M a n a g e m e n t . It is m y g r e a t p l e a s u r e to 
m e n t i o n h e r e t h e Di rec tor G e n e r a l of t h e B o a r d of I n v e s t m e n t of Sri L a n k a 
(BOI) a n d m y s u p e r v i s o r s w h o gave m e f inancia l facili t ies a n d the i r fullest co­
o p e r a t i o n in c a r r y i n g o u t t h e M a s t e r s Degree P r o g r a m m e . 

My s ince re g r a t i t u d e to Professor S a m a n t h a H e t t i a r a c h c h i , in t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
of Civil E n g i n e e r i n g a t Univers i ty of M o r a t u w a w h o gave u s v a l u a b l e 
i n s t r u c t i o n s to c a r r y o u t t h e r e s e a r c h a n d a p p r o v e d f inancia l a s s i s t a n c e for 
t h e s a m e . Also m y spec ia l g r a t i t u d e to D r . S a m a n S a m a r a w i c k r a m a a n d 
M r . H a r s h a R a t n a s o o r i y a w h o se rved a s p ro jec t s u p e r v i s o r s giving k i n d 
g u i d a n c e in all t h e w a y s d u r i n g t h e r e s e a r c h . I a l so w i s h to e x p r e s s m y s ince re 
g r a t i t u d e to Dr .Nimal P r i y a n t h a w h o is t h e c o u r s e co -o rd ina to r for t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r M a s t e r of E n g i n e e r i n g Degree P r o g r a m m e . 

It i s a l so p l e a s u r e to m e n t i o n wi th g r a t i t u d e Dr .G Y L F e r n a n d o , Director , 
S a m p l e Survey , D e p a r t m e n t of C e n s u s & S ta t i s t i c s , Mr.A H G u n a p a l a a n d 
Mr.N I W i c k r a m a s i n g h e , Sociologis ts of t h e Na t iona l W a t e r S u p p l y & D r a i n a g e 
B o a r d (NWS & DB), Mr.C L A K H e r a t h w h o gave p r e l i m i n a r y i n s t r u c t i o n s in 
p l a n n i n g o u r r e s e a r c h . 

My s ince re t h a n k to Mr .S r ima l B a n d a r a & M r . C h a n d a n a S i r i w a r d a n a , M.Eng. 
C a n d i d a t e s of D e p a r t m e n t of Civil E n g i n e e r i n g a n d Staff m e m b e r s of t h e 
Hydrau l i c l a b o r a t o r y a s well a s f r i ends a t BOI P o l g a h a w e l a Zone Office a n d 
NWS & DB Regional Office, Kegalle for the i r a s s i s t a n c e given to g a t h e r 
in fo rmat ion , field v is i t s a n d a n a l y s i s of d a t a . 

My s ince re t h a n k s to t h e Mr.M H D h a n a s i r i , Addi t iona l Direc tor of E d u c a t i o n , 
D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n , S o u t h e r n Province, Schoo l P r inc ipa l s , T e a c h e r s a n d 
S t u d e n t s w h o p a r t i c i p a t e d actively for t h i s r e s e a r c h , w i t h o u t t h e m it w a s 
imposs ib l e to col lect a c c u r a t e d a t a . 

My s i n c e r e g r a t i t u d e to Mr.W T R o h a n , Co-ord ina to r , C o m m u n i t y T s u n a m i 
Ear ly W a r n i n g Cen t r e , T h e l w a t t a , Mr. S u r a n g a T h e n n a k o o n , T e a c h e r , 
M a h i n d a Collage, Galle, Dr .Nimal Wi je ra tne , D e p a r t m e n t of Civil Eng inee r ing , 
Univers i ty of R u h u n a , Officers of S t a t i s t i c s C e n t r e , Dis t r ic t Sec re t a r i a t , Galle 
a n d Officers of T s u n a m i Rehab i l i t a t ion Uni t , Galle Dis t r ic t w h o gave the i r 
m a x i m u m s u p p o r t in col lect ing in fo rmat ion a t t h e field. 

Final ly, I m u s t t h a n k t h e Univers i ty of M o r a t u w a of Sr i L a n k a for c o n d u c t i n g 
M a s t e r s Degree P r o g r a m m e , w h i c h e n a b l e s to s h a r e t h e in fo rma t ion for a n 
i n t e g r a t e d a p p r o a c h in p l a n n i n g t s u n a m i mi t iga to ry m e a s u r e s of t h e c o u n t r y 
in f u t u r e . 
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