
'
TCP t'11A r

THE IMPLICATION OF LAND REFORM IN THE PLANNED 

DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL SETTLEMENT WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO RATNAPURA DISTRICT.

d O0'-1 w

vs^aouQ.

A Dissertation
Presented to

the Department of Town and Country Planning 

Katubedde Campus, University of Sri Lanka

TfiMC*\rA /
:■

;. JM I
In Partial Fulfilment)

’of the Requirements for the Degree of 
Science in Town and Country PlanningMaster of

S^iSl
W* A. Siriwardane

JUNE 1977

% ,

52151



SYNOPSIS

Sri Lanka rural population will be strongly influenced by
, .the

a process of land reform introduced bf/government in 1972. 
These reforms have vested over a million acres with the state
and also nationalised the ownership of large plantations or 

estates in the country. These will enable the opportunity to effec­
tively plan the rural secter with a stronger economic base and less 

limitations of ownership. A planning study of the rural settlements 

in the context of the opportunities offered by land reform is timely. 
This dissertaion is an attempt in this direction.

The study is divided into three Parts comprising eight chapters.
The first chapter of Part I penetrates into the historical 
background of land reforms and discussed the magnitude of the 

problem faced by settlements. The second chapter deals with 

the provisions and objectives of Land Reform Law No.I of 
1972 and its Amendment Law No.39 of 1975. In this an attempt has 

been made to identify the various features of the Law and its 

impending results on the rural settlements. Chapter three has 

discucced the condition of the rural settlements before the 

introduction of land reform of 1972 with special reference to 

the Ratnapura District. This chapter has particularly attempted 

a study of the changing pattern of the runal settlements.
The next chapter has discussed the organisational features 

pertaining to the development of rural settlements taking 

note of the Land Reform Commission and of the existig structure 

of Central Government and Local Government institutions. Necessity 

to have a better understanding and co-ordination has been 

pointed out.
Part II comprises the analysis of the study and has 

three chapters. It has critically evaluated and analysed the 

Facters thai related to land reform policies in term of rural 
settlements with specific attention to Ratnapura District.
Thus chapter five has analysed the structural and spatial changes 

envisaged or brought in by land reform specifically in Ratna­
pura. It has evaluated the value of intergrating the estatm 

settlements which existed independently with the rural settlements.



Development of local townships and rural settlements with the 

purpose of bringing in some balance received special attention 

here, ghapter six has critically evaluated the planning organ­
isation of rural settlements. This has been followed in 

chapter seven with the implications of land reform for settle­
ment plan >ing through the Local Authority who are the statutory 

planning agencies for settlements. In the context of chapters 

six and seven the introduced new principles of land alienation 

has also been discussed. In addition the necessity to have a 

closer contact with the local authorities has been raised. The 

Janawasa (new settlement schemes) introduced the land reform has 

also been critically discussed in this Part. It has pointed out 
the need for comprehensive planning of settlement established 

under the Janawasas.

Part III include the conclusions and the recommendations of
this study.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I wish to express my sincere thanks to all 
individuals, Government Departments and institutions 

especially to the Land Reform Commission for their 

kind help given to me in different v&ya to carrying 

out this study.

My grateful thanks are due to Professor Nevil 
Gunaratna and to Mr.Michael Slingsby, the Director of 
Studies who have helped me to develop my interest in 

this study.

I am particularly grateful to my supervisor 

Mr.M.W.J.G.Mendis, Senior Lecturer 

guidance, advice and lucide criticism.
for his invaluable9

Finally my thanks are also due to Mr.P.IC.Y. 
Perera, Lecturer, Vidyodaya University, for his kind 

help and Mr. S. Kalian who typed the manuscript nicely.



CONTENTS
Page No.

IISYNOPSIS
IVACKNOLEDGEMENT
VILIST OF TABLES 

LIST OF MAPS VII
VIILIST OF FIGURES

VIIIINTRODUCTION

PART I - BACKGROUND TO LAND REFORM AND AN INTRODUCTION
TO THE EXISTING RURAL SETTLEMENT PATTERN

CHAPTER 1 - A Historical Perspective of Land Policy
2 - The Land Reform Law No.I of 1972 and the

Amendment Law No. 39 of 1975
3 - The Structure of Pre 1972 Rural Settlements 20
4 - The Organisational Framework for the

Planned Development of Rural Settlements

2
CHAPTER

II
CHAPTER
CHAPTER

44

II - A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF LAND REFORM AND ITS 

IMPACT IN DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL SETTLEMENTS
PART

CHAPTER 5 - a Critical Evaluation of the Land Reform
and its Impact in District Planning

6 - Integration of Janawasa with Surrounding
Villages and Service Centres

7 - A Critical Evaluation of Planning Organis­
ation of Rural Settlements

8 - The Implication of Land Reform for Rural
Settlement Planning through Local Authorities 97

56

CHAPTER
75

CHAPTER
88

CHAPTER

PART III - CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

106CHAPTER 9 - Conclusions and Recommendations

110BIBILIOGRAFHY . •*.



LIST OF TABLES

Page No.Table No

1. Number of Families Classified by Size of 

Holdings in Kotmale DRO Division

2. Distribution of Villages According to Size of 

Population -1971
3. Average House Hold Income, per Month 1969-1970
4. Average House Hold Consumption per Month 1969-70
5. Distribution of Population, Area, Gramasewaka Division 

and Village by DRO Divisions in Ratnapura District 29
6. Weighting and Classification of Services in 

Ratnapura District
7. Hierarchy of Towns
8. Distribution of Nindagams,Dewalagam,& Viharagain 

in Ratnapura District
9. Crop-wise Classification of Land Taken Over Under 

Land Reform law No.I of 1972
10. Number and Area of Holdings - Ratnapura District 40
11. Bed Strength and Average Treated Number of Patients 

Classified by type of Hospitals for 1970
12. Distribution of Land Vested in the Land Reform Commis­

sion According to 1972 & 75 Lav & by Institutions 52
13. Area,Acreage Vested with the State and percentage 

by District
14. Density of Population by Districts- 1972
15. Pattern of Re-distribution of Land Vested with the 

State in the Ratnapura District
16. Existing Janawasa in Ratnapura District
17. Proposed Janawasa in Ratnapura District
18. Population of Villages Surrounding Janawasa
19. Interaction of Economic Activities
20. Standered of Facilities Available or to be Provided 

in the Service Centres
21 Distance Between Service Centres

10

23

25
26

34
35

37

40

42

57
59

62

65

65
77

82

84

85



LIST OF MAPS

Page No,Map Bo.

28Sri Lenka - Location of Ratnapura District 

Ratnapura District - Administrative Boundaries 

Map Showing Density of Population by DUO Divisions 

in Ratnapura District
Ratnapura District - Pattern of Settlement 
Di stribution
Ratnapura District - Hierarchy of Town Centres 

Ratnapura District - Land Use Map 

Sri Lanka - Distribution of Land Vested with the 

Land Reform Commission by Districts 

Ratnapura District - Distribution of Land Vested 

with the Land Reform Coramiasion by Electorates 

Map Showing Central Place of Pelmadulla in Ratna­
pura District & its Agricultural Hinterland 

Existing Structure Plan of Pelmadulla Area 

Location of Janawasa with Surrounding Villages 

and Service Centres
Pattern of Integration of Janawasa with Surrounding 

Villages and Service Centres 

Layout rion for the Housing Cluster I 
Janawasa Settlement

I.
302.

3,
31

4.
33
365.

6, 39
7.

58
8,

61
9.

68
11310.

II.
114

12.
115

o f the13.
116

LIST OF FIGURES
Page Ho.Figure No.

21A Model of Ancient Sinhula Village 

Distribution of Villages by District 

Percentage Distribution of Population by Sector 

Structure of Populatiox - Ratnapura District 

in 1971
Urban Population in Ratnapura district 

Organisational Frame for Integration 

Alienation Pattern of Land Vested with the Land 

Reform Commission

I.
242.

3. 25

4.
32
705.
SOGc

7.
S9


